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ABOUT THIS PROGRAM

Build a company in just two weeks ñ
the Silicon Valley way.

In this intensive startup program, youõll build a startup from scratch with help 
from Silicon Valley experts, including investors, VCs, entrepreneurs, company 
leaders, and more. The program culminates with a pitch night, where youõll 
show off your product to a panel of expert judges in front of a live audience.

During this program, you will:
V Meet and work with like -minded entrepreneurs
V Build a complete, ready -to-pitch company in just two weeks
V Learn from mentors and executives from world -renowned companies
V Visit startup hubs, speak with founders, and gain knowledge and 

practical insights

How it Works:
After a sixty-second pitch session with program participants, the Top Ten 
startup ideas will be selected by a group vote. Youõll organize into teams, 
match up with your favorite company, and get started building something 
amazing!

You donõt have to have a startup idea to apply for UP, but we strongly 
encourage it (you never know ðtodayõs short pitch could become the next 
big thing!).

GET STARTED!
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https://siliconvalleyforum.com/silicon-valley-start-up/


A FEW FAQS
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SHOULD I APPLY?

This program is intended for university students from 

around the world ñno matter what level or what 

degree youõre working on! Whether you already 

have the seeds of a startup idea or youõd like the 

experience of being part of a company in the US, this 

program is for you.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT DURING THE 

PROGRAM?

Working together in teams of 4 -5, youõll create a 

startup company in 2 weeks. In conjunction with your 

startup goals, youõll learn Silicon Valley-style 

innovation and entrepreneurship ñfrom product 

marketing to fundraising methods to personal 

branding and leadership. Youõll connect with 

investors, founders, and executives with a wealth of 

experience and insights to share from their years 

spent in the Valleyõs unique business environment.

WHY SHOULD I APPLY?

By the end of the two -week program, you will

¶ Refine, validate, and actualize a startup idea

¶ Experience an accelerated crash-course in 

startup life

¶ Immerse yourself in the culture of Silicon Valley 

¶ Network with Silicon Valley leaders

¶ Challenge yourself and grow your business 

knowledge

¶ Pitch to Silicon Valley investors

Youõll also finish the program as a certified UP 

Participantña potential highlight for resumes, 

college applications, and personal profiles.

Think youõre up to the 
challenge? This might 
just might be the start 
of something amazing. 

Sign up today!

GET STARTED!

https://siliconvalleyforum.com/silicon-valley-start-up/


MENTORS & SPEAKERS

STEVE GOLDBERG
Partner, Venrock

CHRIS YEH
General Partner,
Wasabi Ventures

DENYSE CARDOZO
CEO, Silicon Valley Forum

PURNIMA KOCHIKAR
Director, Google Play 

Apps and Games

Steve joined Venrockin 2009 after 
having been CEO of several early stage 
companies. At Venrock, Steve focuses 
on investments in connectivity, 
M2M/Internet of Things, robotics and 
embedded systems.

Chris has been building Internet 
businesses since 1995. He is a 
General Partner at Wasabi 
Ventures, a global venture fund, 
startup incubator, and consulting 
firm. Chris is an active angel 
investor and startup advisor.

Denyse drives the goals and 
strategy for Silicon Valley Forum, 
with continued growth into 
international markets and 
innovation. She has coached 
hundreds of startups through the 
SVF pitch nights and programs.

Purnima has over 20 years of 
experience leading application 
development, marketing and 
technical-engineering management 
for startups and leading mobile 
companies. 

JITENDRA KAVATHEKAR
CEO & Managing Partner, 

Digital Sapience

Jitendra is a globally 
credentialed senior executive of 
companies from Fortune 500 to 
trail blazing startups as 
entrepreneur and business 
operator. He is an active investor 
and advisor to VC/PE fund.

DEBORAH MAGID
Director of Software Strategy, 
IBM Venture Capital Group

5ŜōƻǊŀƘ aŀƎƛŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ L.aΩǎ 
$25 B software business in the 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŜ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
Group. Her expertise spans 
several industries, and she 
brings insight from the venture 
community to the development 
ƻŦ L.aΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΦ

DEBRA BRACKEEN
Chief Strategy & Innovation 

Officer, CSAA Insurance Group

Debra has more than 25 years of 
leadership at innovative high-tech 
companies, including Apple, Sun, 
and eBay. Her experience in 
business development and strategy 
is enhanced by connections to the 
VC and startup communities in 
Silicon Valley.

LEO BLEY
Director & Management 

Consultant, PwC

Leo develops PwC businesses, 
investments and opportunities with 
the venture ecosystem. He also 
advises investors, entrepreneurs 
and enterprises on innovation and 
disruptive opportunities.

MICHAEL TOROSIAN
Partner, Pillsbury Law

Mike guides emerging 
companies at all stages. He 
represents private companies, 
publicly traded companies, VC 
firms and investment banks in 
the high tech, renewable energy 
& life sciences industries.

KEVIN SURACE
CEO, Appvance.ai

Kevin Suraceis a technology 
innovator, speaker and 
entrepreneur. He is the CEO of 
AppvanceΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ LƴŎΦ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΩǎ 
2009 entrepreneur of the Year. 
Kevin has been recognized multiple 
times as an innovator and a 
technology pioneer. 
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TOMASZ KOLODZIEJAK
Technology Strategy, 

Samsung
Tomasz has years of experience in 
business development, sales and 
partnerships at an early stage and 
mid-size startup, as well as B2B 
sales and partnerships experience 
with big hotel brands, major 
airlines, big public/private 
universities. 

More to be announced



Companies We Work With
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